
Upcoming Meetings
Ordinary Council
Monday 24 June, 4pm

Extraordinary Council 
To adopt the Long Term Plan
Tuesday 2 July, 2pm

Risk and Assurance Committee
Wednesday 3 July, 10.30am

Unless specified, meetings are 
held in the Council Chambers, 
Administration Building, Albion 
Street, Hāwera.

He karere tā te Kaunihera ō Taranaki ki te Tonga  News from the South Taranaki District Council

Tuia Taitonga

Southlink

Taniwha Trading 
Cards are here!

Pātea embraces 
rare Saltmarsh

 Satisfaction with Council Services remains 
high in South Taranaki    

SpadeshitthegroundinPāteaonWorldEnvironmentDay,as
SouthTaranakiDistrictCouncil(STDC)staffandcommunity
volunteersworkedtogethertoplant500bufferplantsnextto
thePāteaSaltmarsh.
ThedaymarkedanotherimportantmilestoneofmanyinSTDC’s
journeytoprotecttheregion’slargestSaltmarsh.Havingbeen
includedinTaranakiRegionalCouncil’sKeyNativeEcosystem
programme,thetwocouncilsarenowworkingtogether
withthelocalcommunitytoprotectandenhancethesiteof
significantecologicalvalue,whichhasbeenclassifiedas‘acutely
threatened’.
SouthTaranakiDistrictCouncil’sReforestationCoordinator,Joe
Churchman,isleadingtheprojectandsaystheSaltmarshplaysa
crucialroleincoastalecosystems.
“Thesaltmarshisahabitattobirdspecies,freshwaterfish,and
reptiles.ProtectingandrestoringtheSaltmarshisessentialto
maintainingbiodiversityandecologicalbalance.”
SaltmarshhabitatsarerareinTaranaki,reinforcingthe
significanceinpreservingthesiteinthebestpossiblecondition.
“OureffortswillfocusonfencingofftheSaltmarshtoprevent
damagefromlivestock,bufferplantingtoenhancethehabitat
andimprovewaterquality,aswellaspestplantandanimal
control”Joesays.“Monitoringplotswillalsobesetuptobetter
understandhowtheareaischangingovertime.”
TheSaltmarshcanbeseenwhilecrossingoverthePāteaRiver
bridgeonStateHighway3atthesouthernendofthetown.

SouthTaranakiresidentsaregenerallyhappywiththeservices
Councilprovidesaccordingtoanindependentsurvey. 
Thesurveyof416residentsacrossallfourSouthTaranakiwards
foundthatoverallsatisfactionwiththeCouncilwashighat88%,
with89%satisfactionwiththeCouncil’scoreservices.90%of
thosesurveyedfelttheCouncilwasmovingintherightdirection
and96%werealsosatisfiedwiththefacilitiesprovidedbythe
Council.
Thesurvey,whichhasbeenconductedregularlysince1993,allows
theSouthTaranakiDistrictCounciltoassessitsperformanceby
findingoutfromresidentswhattheythinktheCouncilisdoing
wellandareaswheretheycoulddobetter. 
Servicesandfacilitiesthatresidentsweremostsatisfiedwithwere
thelibraries(98%satisfaction),HāweraAquaticCentre(98%),the
district’sseweragesystem(97%),thecleanlinessandmaintenance
ofrecreationcentres(97%)andoverallwastemanagement(92%).
Theservicesthathadthelowestsatisfactionrateswerethe
conditionofroads(58%),AnimalManagement(74%),valuefor
money(74%),publicparticipationindecisionmaking(76%)and
illegallitterdumping(76%).
CouncilCEO,FionaAitken,sayssheispleased 

withtheresultsofthesurvey;however,theCouncilisalways
lookingtoimprovetheservicesitprovides. 
“AspartofourLongTermPlanoverthenextthreeyears 
we’veplannedtoincreaseourroadingexpenditure,have
committedtoundertakingtowncentreupgradesinManaia,
Eltham,Ōpunakē,PāteaandWaverley,andhavebudgetedto
increaseresourcesintheanimalmanagementteam.”
“Wedon’talwaysgetitright,butIknowhowhardourstaffwork
forthepeopleofSouthTaranakiandwearecontinuallylookingat
wayswecanliftthebarintermsofperformance,”shesays. 
“Butitisgoodtoknowthatmostpeoplethinkwearemovingin
therightdirectionandunderstandwearetryingtoprovidethe
bestforourcommunitieswiththeresourceswehave.”
TheDistrict-widesurveywasconductedusingarandomselection
methodbyindependentresearchcompanyKeyResearchover
August2023andMarch2024.
ThesurveyresultscanbefoundontheCouncil’swebsitewww.
southtaranaki.com underPlans,StrategiesandReports.
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www.southtaranaki.com
Ph: (06) 278 0555 or 0800 111 323

The2024Lysaght-WattTrustRonald
HughMorriesonLiteraryAwards
opentoday.Ifyouareinterested
inenteringtheShortStory(open
andsecondaryschoolcategories),
Poerty(openandsecondaryschool
categories)ortheresearchsection
(secondaryschoolonly).
Visit www.southtaranaki.com/rhm 
tofindoutmoreortoenteronline.

Cindy Koen (Council's Environment and Sustainability Manager), Jacq 
Dwyer (Pātea Community Board Chair) and Mick Parsons (community 
volunteer), planting buffer plants at the Pātea Saltmarsh last Wednesday.

C O M P E T I T I O N  O P E N S  T O D AY !

Ōpunakē Pump Track 
back in business
Withafreshtopupofasphaltandashinynewsealcoat,the
trackisnowopenforyoutoenjoy!HeadtotheŌpunakē
RecreationalGroundsbesidetheSinclairElectricaland
RefrigerationEventCentre.

http://www.southtaranaki.com

